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UNITED STATES INFORMATION AGENCY YT’ R
WASHINGTON

June 17, 1959

Besar ¥r, Bﬂms H

In response te your request for views regarding
R.,R. 3080, a Bill "to erecate the Freedom Commission
ste....,” this Ageriey submits the fellewlng ecomments.

- Im faneml, we feel that the Bill would previde
for duplleation of many existing programs, and would
ereate Some overseas information problems,

. &8s you know, thls Ageney reashes audiences abrosgd

on g eontinmming basis with faetusl infermation about
Bino-Sovlet Communist doctrines and polieles, as well

a8 the obJestives and tactlies of international Communism.
Teis is in furtherance of the mission of "...unmasking

and vountering hostile attempts to dlstert or to frustrate
the objectives and polieles of the United dtates,™ assigned
By the President in 1953 when the information program was
established in an independent ageney.

~ The proposed Freedom Acadenmy ineludes a program de-

voted to the teaching of foreign students abeut Communism

. #nd methods to counterset 1ts adverse effects. The Academy

- a8 &n institution and this pregram in partieular present
several inherent problems. First, establishment of the

- Aondemy, as well as the Speclal Commission and the Joint
Committee, would be interpreted by many sudiences abroad
28 & further sign of what they eonsider to be the already
axeesslve preoceupatlion of the United States with Cosmunism,
Second, the program for fereign students would be very -
iimited and negative in meope, teaching them essentially to
be against Communism rather than for anything. Third, the

~ program for nen-Amerlean students would be interpreted by
.many forelgn audlenses as an sttempt by the United States
%o intervene in the internal affairs of soverelign nations

Er. Phillip 8. Bughes
Asslistant Director for
Legislative Referense
Bareaw of the Budpget
Washingteon 25, B.C.
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in & way which would affect their relationships with
ttherwise friendly countries and governments, Finally, the
sffectiveness of the individual forelgn partieipants would
be severely restrigted by the fact that they would be readily
identified upon return to their country of nrigin,,and their
§u§§ra gonduct or aetivity attributed to United States?
influence,

The Agency would, of course, weloome as g source of
potential recrultment for its overseas program Americans,
- otherwlse qualified, who complete the training whieh the
propesed Aoademy 1s intended to provide. We belleve, how-
- ever, that inereased support to existing fmellities and
inatikuziana would permit present training programs te be
augmented on a more economical basis,

The U.8, Information Agency presently partioipates in
and govperates with other Governmental and private training
programs, inoluding armed service solleges, devoted to all
phases of the international Communist probiem.  Moreover,
within the statutery limitation proseribing demestic in-
formatlongl activities, the Agency makes available to other
Government agencies, the press and Congrese, to the fullest
extent ?agsihla, all pertinent information in its pessession
ﬁnngarn_ng the Communist propagands threat to the United
8tates and the Free wWorld, |

o gum up, from our peint of view there are overseas
information problems inherent in H.R. 3880, and most of the
ebjeetives sought by H.R, 3880 ecould be achleved more
efffclently and econemically by modification and expansion
of exisiting programs rather than by ¢reatlion of the pro-
posed new organizatiens and programs,

Sincerely yours,

Harry Tyson Carter
General Counsel and
Congressional Liaison
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MEMORANDUM FOR:

This is for information,

Attached is a copy of USIA's comment to
the Bureau of the Budget on Congressman
Herlong's Freedom Commission bill,

LAWRENCE R. HOUSTON
General Counsel

19 June 1959
(DATE)

FORM ND. T REPLACES FORM 10-101 (471
1 AUG 54 WHICH MAY BE USED.
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